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HON. GEORGE SUTHERLAND.

Fhe Senate hnd under consideration the folnt vesolutton (8. T. Rey. 1)
proposing an amendment in the (engiltution of the United Stutos ox-
tending the rvight of sullrage loa women.

Mr. SUTHERLAXND, My, President, 1 wigh 10 say o few
words upon thig regolution, and as I shail probably occupy more
than § mivutes—perhaps 10 or 15-—1 should like the permission
of the Senate to proceed until I hiave fAnished,

My, SITAPROTII.  Mp, President, I ask

The VICE PRESIDENT. The five-minute rule hos heen sus-
pended, ' -

Mr. SUTHERLAND. I do not wnderestimate the value of
tradition, to which we nre indebted for n gnod deal of wisdom;
but stnce tradltion rides in an omnlbug which carvles all sorls
of pasgengers from one generation to another and not in a
golden. chariot whose seats are reserved exclusively for the
vighteous, 1t has been rosponsible for the perpotuation of a
good. deal of foolishnesy as well. On the whole I cntertain o
‘profound regeard for notlons syhich have long persisted, becuuse,
having passed the scruliny and survived the buffetingg of time,
they are more lkely to be right than wrong, and yet error
hns o perniclous habii of sometlmes clothing ifself in such
gseemly gorb that It 1s passed salong wlthont questlon from nge
to age until some doubting hand strips off the disguise and
exposes the deception. One of these respectably clothed tro~
ditiong which we are Just now engaged in overhavling is that
whieh teaches thal women ave elther too good or too bnd or
too weal or {oo busgy In the kilchon to participate in the tribal
councils,
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T.et us Inquire by way of cross-exaumbintion. If the ballot on
ihe whole olevates man, what particular eiemenit of wenlmess
in the charncier of woman witl enable the ballot te pull her
down? Have women in the apggregate less nulivo Intelligence
{han men? Mave they lesy desivo for soclal sud governmontal
vighteongncss? Are lhey less patriotic? Are they Jess inter-
ested fn the common welfire? Have they less at stake? I not,
avherein les the superiority of {hie male portion of the populn-
tJon? M one respect ouly is there common agreement as to the
inferior ¢conditlon of womankind, and that is in the matter of
phiysical strength, T mm net sure hat Omf i this element of
inferlority log the explanation of the fact that for {housands of
FOATS Woen \\;ere not accorded an eguality of legal sfatus, an
injustice which in ¢ivilized communilies has been or lg in

. procesp of belng consigned to the 1imbo ol digeredlted super-

ptittons, and I suspect 1hat it 1 the survival of a rudimentary
bias reaching back for itg primal orlgin to this anclent condition
which aceounts for the porsistence of the obsession which leads
£o many worthy people to deny her equality of politienl status
in thig day of brondencd vislon. We Lave many examples of
such survivals long afler the deeay of the root from which they
grow. Intelligent men have ceased fo belfeve in the malign
Infiuencoe of sorcery und witchevaft—in ppells—in the il luck
fngeparably associated with the poesession of certain inanimate
objeets which havo received the sinister attentions of the devil—
in the mnlovolence of Llack culs and crosgs-eyed genllemen of
color—but # good many of them continue to enterinin susplelons
rospecting il number 18, in spite of its harmless character,
and derive more or legg moental discomfort from tho initiation
of nny cnterprise on Friday, allhough Friday is in teuth as
Denign a day as any in {he calendar, Aud so In {he matter ol
our objection to woman suffrage are we quite sure thal what
wo regard as twentieth-century wisdom {s not ithe fag end of o
medieval superstiftion?

Wo are told that if womoen aye givon the ballol (he household
will suffer; that woman’s place v the home, The obvious relort
1y 1hnt if the workshop, and the farm, and the mine, and (he
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oftice, nnd the eountingroom continue in operation, netwithstand-
ing the respousibility wbich now rests upon the male voter, the
housghold may survive even If the women of the country study
politics and tnke o fow minules off on election day to vote.

It i urged that glving the ballo¢ to woman will desiroy her
chaym and femininity ; ihat she will develop unaliraclive mnscu-
Hne tralta, These ure new words sget to a very old tune, Theo
game thing was wrged against the new woman n handred yenrd
ago when she demanded awn equal opporifunity for educalion.
She was told that that was exclugively masdculine Dhusiness
gk soietniy warned o reiurn {o hev spluidog wh(_:el at e
poril of losing lhier womanly sweelness, but ghls to-day go to
sehool with thelr brothiers and the brothers of “othor girld, and
young women to-day go to college in hrazen (gregnrd of anclent

conventionalities, and they are hotter wives aud be(ter mothers

and better women and betler citiens not tn spite of it but In
vongequence of il. e objection 14 in a closs with the demand
for the preservation of {he sidesaddle, lest we glve verification
to the suspicion that the normal {endency of lhmmanity is to

necmnwiate legs In pairs quite ivvespecltive of the acclident of.

SeX,

Some people are fesrful that if we enfranchige the women
the had women will vote and the good women will vefrain from
voting. Bul tf the right to vofo carries with it the correlntive
duty to exereise the right in the caze of womon, ns it I8 gup-
posed to do 1n the ense of mon, there I8 no good reason 1o ex-
pect that good:women will shirlk in greater proportion {1han
good men do, for women on the average are quito a8 con-
seientions ag men in faifhfully discharging their responsibilities.
However that may be, if we are justified in allowing men
io vole irrespective of good or bad characler, because of our
inability to aepai‘nte them 1n terms of legiglation, how can we
Justify withholding a similar vight from women because of a
liko unforlumnate division among thom of good and bad?

Again, it 18 sald by some that the result would simply bo to
double tl¢ vote witheut changing the resull; that the women

would genernlly vote ax thefr husbands do. And it s said by
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others (Lat 1t will dovelop unfortuunte antagonism hetween
lgshand amd wife over politlenl differences. I :hl‘uk gonerally,
though not always, in those States whieh have adopted cqual
suffrage, that husbund amd wife vole the same tlekel just as
generally, though not always, they attend the sgnme church,
There ig nothing remarkable ov sinlgter In this any morve than
there is In the Jact that generally, though not atways, the male
members of 1the same fantly agree in their political afilintions,
There ave, it ig true, occusional differences ol opinion hetween
husband and wife, but I have not observed that it is followed
by any{hing more serioug {han generally follows from the oc-
cagsional differences uboul othor matlers or from shnilar Qiffer-
encey among brothery and sisters or belween mother and son,

I havo no Infentlon of enterivg upon any afilrmntive argu-
ment in Justification of wwoman suffrage, Indeed, fo my own
mindg, the most convinclng argument for the political enfran-
chisement of women ig the absence of any really persuusive
argumcnt agalnst it If it be vight to extend the voting privi-
logo to nll sorts andl conditions of men, X nm not qulto able Lo
soo (ho Justlice of denying the same pight to all sorts and condl-
tiong of women, I we have extended the privilege too broadly
in thoe case of mon and wisdom demands thuat we should elimi-
nate the wndit, the thriftless, and the illiterate, that is a good
regson for denylng the privilege to these classes of both sexoes.
It 18 no veason for denying it to {he women who are fit and
capable. In other words, the line whicl shonld separate the
voters from tho nenvoters is one of character and not one
ol sex.

In my view of the matter it ig not important to consider
whether woman suffrage will result in o betterment of condl-
tions, It 1w enowgh for me to be convinced that conditions will
certalnly be no worse. I do not put my support on the ground
of expedicncy or on the theory that soclety will he greatly or
at all or imwmedlnfely or ever benefited by tho change, I suspeet
{that the human nature of wen and women in the aggregate docs
not materlally differ, I wonid not, therefore, expect the po-

Itleal millepmivm to be noticeably hastened by {he change,
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Mhings would probahly go on pretty much ag they do now. Wo
would conflnue to move forward mere or lesg slowly, more or
fess puinfully, sometimes slipping buckward, as wo do_ now,
somotimes fulllng ag we now do, but in {he end recovering our-
gelves, picking ourselves up and going on afresh, and on ithe
whnlo,' 1 hope, toward wiser and better (hings,

I glvo my assent to womnn suffrage bocause, ng the matier
appenls o me, there is no justifieation for denying to half our
cltizoils (he vight to participaie in the operations of o govern-
mont: which is as mueh thelr govornment ng it is ours upen tho
solo ground thnt (hey Lappen to be born women ingtend of men.
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