




39Utah Bar J O U R N A L

Our whole notion of the criminal justice system is 
premised on the notion of rehabilitation. On the 
premise that when you pay your debt to society, we 
welcome you back into our community to be an 
equal partner and an equal contributor to the 
success of our society. Expungement Day is us 
delivering on that promise.

See Rosie Nguyen, A Second Chance at Life: Hundreds Seek to 
Clear Criminal Record on Expungement Day, ABC4 Utah (June 
27, 2019) https://www.abc4.com/news/a-second-chance-at-life- 
hundreds-seek-to-clear-criminal-record-on-expungement-day/ 
(last viewed July 13, 2019).

The volunteers served 348 individuals 
seeking expungement. Out of those 
participants, more than 200 filled out 
an application, the first step toward 
expunging their records.

The results of these events are 
incredible. As part of Salt Lake County’s 
first Expungement Day in 2018, 
participants were asked whether Salt 
Lake County could contact them six 
months after having their records 
expunged to see how their lives had 
changed. Many said yes, and participants 
reported the following:

• 73% said it is now easier for them to find housing.

• 50% said they are now in stable housing, which they did not 
have previously.

• 30% received a raise at work.

• 15% received a promotion at work.

• 40% are now accessing educational opportunities they could 
not previously.

• 70% reported they feel less stress and anxiety.

• 80% reported that they are now happier about life.
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